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i tion, in whichlocal governmentbecomes one

- in the District Attorney’s offices five years
'ago, Yet in recent months members of his
staff have beenaccused ofbribingandintim-

_joints, and he succeeded without noticeable

“and he went on to be re-elected as District

. privateers operating in the Gulf of Mexico,
“ has a lawless history and once had an open

_ prise, tends to die hard,

" He also had a time clock installedinhis of-
- fices, *1 did this just to make the point
. that there was going to be a change,” says
| ‘Garrison, *And when you can get a lawyer.
-k to punch atime card, morale has tobe high,”

rarely to be found in his office beforenoon. |

.tion Into a. consplracy to murder- Presldent
; Kennedy. . .
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The last time Jim

ney for New Orleans, made up his mind to

|: accomplish an unpopular mission he said

" «The only way anyone can stop menowis to
‘ kill me.” On thatoccasionhehad merely de=
| termined to clean up New Orleans’ mgqre

spectacularly viclous night clubs and strip

support from the local judiciary,the poliCe, )
or the press, But he is popular in the city,

Attorney—the first man in 30 years to serve |
a sccond term,
New Orleans once a base for plrates and

tradition of civic corruption. Such a tradi-
of the more fruftful areas for free enter-

One of the first things that Garrison did
after taking office in 1962 was tohave some
special forms printed which were tobe filled
in by any member of his staff who was ap-.

proached by individuals with unusual pro-
posals to make about the workings of justice,

Such was Garrison’s newbroom approach

idating wilnesses, and Garrison himself is

He cannot sleep, but sitsup sometimes until
dawn pondering the details of his Investiga-

T arrlved in New Orleans last Apru m al
i b
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‘New Orleans bu

_ Since he had worked from this office for

- tice law from his office, But I never think

* celient television campaigner, But cpmpaign |
- promises_are one thing, and New Orleans f

* lice officer named Pershing Gervals. K
This was an extremely provocatiye move,

- were sofar steepedin cynicism thatpay-offs |,
“were made casually at roll call)] when a '

- testified in court about this sca

- the time, * There are higher-ups (ip the po-

~officials by exposing rackets in the collec~

- Bourbon Street, the red-light district of New}:
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been roporung Garrison’s activit es for.
some Lwo months, but with deep refjcence,
and usuallyon a back page amongthe girdle
ads. By this time he had questioned p num= j ‘
ber of extremely unusual witnesses,p dhad !
arrested one man—Clay Shaw, a prq minent
sinessman and a fornerdi- «
rector of the city’s International Tradge Mart, ,
{ knew that Garrison had some reputation
as hard-headed, He had been electpd Dis-:
trict Attorney without any politicalYacking,
bul had simply appeared on televigion and
told the electorate about the lethargy and In-'
compotence inthe District Attorney’f office.

four years as a trial lawyer, he wa$able to:
be falrly explicit inhiscriticism, A§Garri- |
son recalls it, * The other candidates were
_scared to make the District Attorgey mad
in case-he was re-elected, as was fhe pro-
tabliity., They would still have had o prac-

of consequences and as a consequencpl won,*
Garrlson is good-looking, anda fluent and
forthright speaker, Apparently he wqs an ex-

was .startled to find that he intendeq tokeep
his vow to clean up the city. As ijis chief
fnvestigator in this task he chose aj ex-po- |

In the late 1950’s the police in New]Orleans

brown envelope containing the weelf’s bribe|:
.was handed out to each officer. Gegvals hadl;
dal, and
later resigned from the force. Hq said at

i
lice) who were sucking up thousanfis, They|!
know it, and they know that I knowil.” Alto-
gether he knew too much, Gervais rdtired for.
family reasons just after Garrisog started]f
work on the conspiracy investigation last
autumn, Until June of this year Gqrrison's

chief alde wasone William Gurvich, the head
of aprivate detecuve agency inNew Orleans.

Having affronted the police, Garrlson wasl
next to offend the sheriff and local prisonj

tion of bail bonds and disgraceful conditions
in the city’s jalls, Then he made a Swoop on|

1 Orleans, The police offereda kind of passive}
«-res{stance at this polnt -but Garrison-camef

1andiords not wishing to lose a year’s rent

‘Joff his funds to do so, He lgnored the

"or not,”

‘lyou mean? It's easy to be magnanimous a
I'ter you’ve won, The question is—how a
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a few such padlocklngs were necessary_;

suddcnly became most concerned about the -
legallty of actlvmes on their premises. '

But at the height of the Bourbon Street |
ralds, the eight criminal court judges of New |
Orleans announced that Garrison hadno pow- !
lTer to engage in such investigations and cut

used his own money, and at a press confer-
ence remarked that the fact that the judges .
were not interested in vice investigations
«ralses interesting questions about the in-
ﬂuences of racketeers on these officials]”

- The judges forthwith charged him wiih
crlminal defamation. In hiscapacity as Dis-
trict Attorney, Garrison instantly dlsmissed I
{ these charges against himself, The State
Attorney had then to be brought down from
Baton Rouge to prosecute, and after a trial
tull of testimony most damaging to the judg-
es, Garrison was nevertheless convicte .1
Eventually, after an appeal to the Supren\e
Court, this conviction was reversed on the
grounds that a federal rule prohibits apuq ]
lic official from recovering damages for a
' defamatory falsehood relating tohis ofﬂcial :
| conduct unless he proves that the statemex‘@ ‘
'was made with ®actual malice” or wi
F *reckless dlsregard of whether lt was false rl

Garrison was off the hook—notbecause e!-
‘had proved any case against the judges b t

slmply because they were prohibited from |
i'suing him for damages, Asked how-he wa,
‘able to work with these judges after such |
: bitter episode, Garrison replied, *Wnhat do
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i'they able to get ‘along with me? They don 1

jsend for me now-—they ask i1 wm se
them.

" Garrison’s re-elecum m New Orle
‘was . not unopposed, Criminal Court jud ¢
Malcolm O’Hara stood ‘against him, and
backed three-to-one by the New Orleans Bar
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